THE PROCESS, FORM AND SUBSTANCE OF POETRY

stanzas and often in the same line. This does not
weaken the poem, it gives it a singular power and
beauty. The repetition of the same key ideas, key
images and symbols, key words or phrases, key
epithets, sometimes key lines or half lines is a
constant feature. They give an atmosphere, a sig-
nificant structure, a sort of psychological frame, an
architecture. The object here is not to amuse or
entertain but the self-expression of an inner truth,
a seeing of things and ideas not familiar to the
common mind, a bringing out of inner experience,
It is the true more than the new that the poet is
after. He uses dvrtti^ repetition, as one of the most
powerful means of carrying home what has been
thought or seen and fixing it in the mind in an
atmosphere of light and beauty. Moreover, the
object is not only to present a secret truth in its
true form and true vision but to drive it home by
the finding of the true word, the true phrase, the
mot juste., the true image or symbol, if possible the
inevitable word; if that is there, nothing else,, repe-
tition included, matters much. This is natural when
the repetition is intended, serves a purpose; but
it can hold even when the repetition is not delibe^
rate but comes in naturally in the stream of the
inspiration. I see, therefore, no objection to the
recurrence of the same or similar image such as
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